THE COMENIUS PROJECT IN OUR SCHOOL, IES SALVADOR DE MADARIAGA          2010-12

    Our secondary school , IES salvador de Madariaga takes part for the socond time in a Comeuius project. The first one took place during the academic years 2006-07, 2007-08, and 2008-09 with the cooperation of schools of Belgien, Germany, Romania ,Hungary and the United Kingdom. The topic was “Water, essence of life”.

    The second Comenius project took place, the academic year 2010-11 and 2011-12. The schools involved are from Poland, Portugal and Romania. The title of the present project is “School for life”. The aims are the following:

  -increase the motivation to learn foreing languages

 -learn to solve problems considering real life problems in the classroom

-promote the initiative,leadership and cooperation, organizing events

-promote cultural diversity

-improve the student’s digital competency

-prepare students for life and lifelong learning

-promote their own culture conciousness and the pride and need to preserve it and show it to the others

-develop the teachers competency in the use of active methods of foreign languages teaching

-develop  tools for the avaliation of the activities

    Apart from doing tasks at school , two meetings of about three or four days are held each academic year. There the teachers decide and plan the tasks to be done by every school, and the students present the schoolwork which has been already done, always using Englishg as an instrumental common language. 

    The four meetings (one by each country) took place in October 2010 (Romania), March 2011 (Poland), October 2011 (Spain) an April 2012 (Portugal).

    The main part of the whole project (tasks and meetings) are the five events which were progtrammed and planned at the beginning of the project:

    1./ “A visit to our school”   by a secondary  school in Carballo. The whole school was shown to the students and teachers from Carballo: a/the museum of science with its ancient tools for scientific resarch, and dissected and stuffed animals

b/the laboratories used for physics and chemistry  c/the library with its large amount of ancient and valuable books.

    At the end of the visit a festival was held with performances by the students (12th and 13th grade) of the muscial and scenic arts branches consisting of songs and dances.

    2./ “ a civic action in our community” was carried out on 5th May, 2011 which consisted of a football-match held in the civic centre for teenagers “Maria Inmaculada” of Bañobre, Miño. The students played as a team against the residents of the civic centre where under eighteen-inmigrants, orphans or abandoned children are taken in. The aim of this event was that our students should become aware of the social problems which can affect  people of their age, and that all of us can cooperate in order to improve this situation in the easiest way.

    3./ “The european language festival”  

    Apart from English as an instrumental language, Polish,  Romanian, Portuguese, Galician (as official languages of the involved countries) and French and German as a second foreign language in the schools) were used during the festival.

    Every country members came on stage to do several performances to make clear the practical , useful and cultural side of foreign language learning. Remarkable points were  hip-hop dancing, folk dancing, classical dancing, power point presentations,sketches,and songs in the above mentiones languages.

4. “International dessert contest”
    The students who took part in this evente,had to look for a recipe in one of the three foreign languages taught in our school (German, French and English)an hand it over with its translation into Galician together with the dessert they had prepared at home. The jury was formed by two teachers, two students , a janitor and an administrative assistant.The winner was “Schwarzwälder Kirschtorte”.

5.  A“symposium”  on the topic “how to organize a festival” was held in Arouca, Portugal on Tusday 23rd April. The last part of the symposium consisted of a folk festival where each country presented typical songs and dancing.

